The Girl with the White Flag (1)
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fulfill = achieve something desired, carry out

quite a few = many
tear / tore / torn  ～ 引き裂く, 破る

in whispers 　～ 小声で、ひそひそと

lie down  　～横になる

loincloth  ～ ふんどし
American forces = American army

mother tongue　= the first language somebody learns as a child at home

civilian  =  non-soldier　 一般人
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surrender　～　1.降伏する　2.放棄する
grip　～　n. v. grasp firmly

agitate  ～ make somebody anxious,  〈人を〉扇動する,〈人の〉心をかき乱す
torso　～トルソー(頭および手足のない裸身の彫像)（人体の）胴.

rip   =  tear away roughly, split
diagonally ～ 斜めに,　対角線に
mesh   =　n. netlike thing   v. fit together, catch

make headway 　= 　make progress

keep it up  　～　その調子で頑張って！／その調子で頑張れ！
make it   ～ 1. うまくいく,やり遂げる  2. 時間に間に合う
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knot   ～ 1,結び目　　2.（樹幹の）節, こぶ
come off  　～　…　からとれる, はずれる
at stake  　=  to be won or lost,  at risk of being lost

tie the knot  　～　1. 結び目を作る,  2. marry
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otherwise  =  or else,  if not
grown-up   =  adult person
on the spot =  1. without delay or immediately  2. in a difficult situation
impair  =  make worse,  weaken

take somebody aback   =  surprise and make him or her unsure how to react, 
staff  =  stick
stump  =  1. the base of a tree trunk and its roots after the tree has been felled

           2. the part of a limb or tooth that remains after the rest is removed 
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boost  =  v. & n.  1. push or lift from below   2. encouragement
